AQA GCSE English Language – Paper 2 Summary
Paper Title: Writers’ viewpoints and perspectives
Time: 1 hour 45 minutes
Marks: 80 marks total
· 40 marks Reading (Section A)
· 40 marks Writing (Section B)

Section A – Reading (40 marks)
You will be given two non-fiction texts:
· One modern (21st/20th century)
· One older (19th century)
These texts express different viewpoints on the same topic.
You must compare how writers communicate ideas, attitudes, and opinions.
Question Breakdown
Q1 – True/False / Statements (4 marks)
· Select four correct statements from the modern text.
Q2 – Summary/Inference (8 marks)
· Summarise the differences between the two texts.
· Focus on information + inference (not language).
Q3 – Language Analysis (12 marks)
· Analyse how the writer uses language in the modern text.
· Zoom in on words, phrases, methods (simile, tone, etc.).
Q4 – Comparison of Writers’ Viewpoints (16 marks)
· Compare what the writers think and how they present it.
· Cover both texts, with evidence.
· Compare viewpoints + methods + tone.

Section B – Writing (40 marks)
You will write one piece of nonfiction from a choice of tasks such as:
· an article
· a letter
· a speech
· an essay
· an argument or viewpoint piece
Type of writing:
Persuasive / argumentative — expressing your opinion on a given theme linked to the reading texts.
Marks Breakdown
· AO5 (Content & Organisation) – 24 marks
· Clear viewpoint
· Persuasive tone
· Structure (intro, argument, conclusion)
· Cohesion & paragraphing
· AO6 (Technical Accuracy) – 16 marks
· Spelling
· Punctuation
· Grammar
· Sentence variety

What You Need to Know
Reading:
· Compare viewpoints
· Analyse language
· Summarise differences
· Extract evidence
· Understand tone, perspective, and attitude
Writing:
· Use persuasive techniques
· Craft a clear argument
· Use a strong voice
· Vary sentence types
· Check SPaG carefully

Quick Tips
· Always compare in Q2 and Q4.
· In Q3, focus only on the modern text.
· For writing, plan quickly:
· intro → 3 points → conclusion.
· Use DAFOREST techniques (rule of three, rhetorical questions, etc.).

